LEFTCOAST Socially engaged. Socially useful. Artistically ambitious.

Artist in Residence Claremont, Blackpool (April — Sept)

When the crow flies over Claremont,
It sees both lie and true.
Ifyour heart is pure and bold,

It shows the old wood'’s gate to you.
Knock it twice, then silence keep,
The ship will bind your fate.

And when you turn, the watching crow
Will guard the wish you make.

But lose your heart, grow false and cold,
At lightning’s flash, your secrets told.

(Stephanie Ridings)

Overview

We are seeking a socially engaged artist (or artist collective) to work in the Claremont area
of Blackpool.

In 2025 artist Stephanie Ridings undertook a six month residency with us. During the
residency she researched and explored the real and imagined myths, legends and folklore
of the area. We found this a useful way of connecting the seemingly unconnected, creating
routes through a large and diverse neighbourhood and generally adding a layer of intrigue
and curiosity to the streets that residents walk every day.



In Blackpool there are many urban myths, stories and tales that are centred on the
entertainment heritage. But there are other stories to tell, ones that predate this modern
history, ones that focus on how people lived on this coast and their connections to the sea
and the land.

During 2025 Steph developed the The Crow and The Wood of Wishes: A Claremont Tale, you
can read the full tale here and see the varied and diverse networks , community and youth
groups that are listed at the back of this publication that were involved in the
conversations. https://leftcoast.org.uk/lightpool-blackpool-a-claremont-tale-crow-
wishes/

We would now like to commission an artist for the next stage of our work in Claremont.
There are a number of opportunities that have arisen through the initial commission
phase. There is an active community centre with a community garden and orchard that
border onto a park which is the largest area of green space in the neighbourhood. There is
a summer gala that residents are bringing back to life, and a parade that tours the streets
of Claremont.

We want to continue to explore myth making in the area, and how these created stories
further connect the residents to the streets and their environment.




Background

Claremontis a large, vibrant and eclectic area of Blackpool. It includes the coast from
North Pier to the Grand Hotel, whilst also stretching inland to Claremont Park,
Devonshire Road and Talbot Road.

Claremont has multiple personalities, including densely built housing stock alongside
some of the town centres cultural assts such as The Grundy and Central Library.
Claremont also contains Blackpool’s vibrant LGBTQ+ quarter, many bars, hotels,
B&B’s and the towns largest train station.

There is limited green infrastructure within Claremont, with Claremont Park providing the
main green space. Away from the park the area does, however, include a large stretch of
seafront and promenade.

We are interested in the people that live in this area, whether that is for a month or their
whole lives. Claremont is a large and important part of the landscape of Blackpool, and
many people call it home. In a seaside neighbourhood of a seaside town it feels like the
community here echo the patterns of the coast, both tidal and buffeted by the weather and
always surprising in what you might find.

Claremont is one of Blackpool’s regeneration areas and there is a masterplan which
outlines this strategy. The community organisations in partnership with the residents have
recently published a Peoples Plan for the area and all work we commission should fit
within the vision set out in this document.

https://ourclaremont.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Peoples-Plan-FINAL-
compressed.pdf

Our Conversations

LeftCoast has been working in Claremont for the past few years. In that time, we have
toured some of our larger projects to the area and more recently we have been researching
and mapping connections, networks, partnerships and residents stories and interests.

One of the most frequent observations that came from Claremont residents during this
process of research was that there was a lot of activity in Claremont, but nothing felt
connected. People felt they were living and working in isolation as opposed to feeling
connected to a wider community. As outlined above Claremont covers a wide geographical
area of many eclectic and diverse neighbourhoods but doesn’t necessarily have a centre or
unique identity. There was a desire from residents to ‘connect the unconnected.’

The Crow and The Wood of Wishes: A Claremont Tale is a work that responded to this
feeling of disconnection. A version of a living map in the form of a new story for the area.
Through this process we got to know the people, groups and personality of the
neighbourhood. We see this commission as the next chapter in this story.


https://ourclaremont.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Peoples-Plan-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://ourclaremont.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Peoples-Plan-FINAL-compressed.pdf

Artist Brief

This is an artist brief for research and collaboration with Claremont community partners
and residents. We would like to continue the explorations into Claremont’s real and
imagined myths, legends and folklore and what outlets there might be to express these
tales. How can an artist work in collaboration with the community to create a new narrative
that is authentically of Claremont and its complexities rather than imposed.

We are interested in cultural structures that allow these ideas and imagination to be
expressed and how new rituals and points of connection between people and place can be
used within this dialogue.

There are a number of opportunities for this to happen which could be starting points:

e Thecommunity garden: There is an active gardening group and a beautiful pocket
of green space being cultivated in an otherwise built up area. The gardening group
are engaged and interested in the meanings and impacts of what they are doing
here. There is the opening of a conversation of how we spread some of this
knowledge out to the wider streets of Claremont.

e Thecommunity orchard: Orchards have long been sites of myth, magic and
collective memory: from the Celtic Isle of Avalon, where apple trees grew in
paradise and could grant immortality or transport mortals across worlds, to English
wassailing rituals that bless the trees for abundance. In many traditions, orchards
are liminal spaces and thresholds between the everyday and the sacred.



e (Claremont Gala: The gala has been mentioned numerous times during our
conversations. Itis reputedly the oldest gala in Blackpool but was stopped in
2020 due to the pandemic. It has since been restarted and is working to get back on
its feet. It’s a local family event with a large audience. Gala’s are interesting local
cultural events that traditionally adopt different rituals dependent on the area. On
the Fylde coast there is a tradition of rose queens and may poles. We wonder if
there is the space within the existing event for new stories or traditions to be made.

e The gala parade footprint; Suggested by one of our partner collaborators there is
also an opportunity when looking at the footprint of the parade and how we might
create hyper local connections.

We are interested in more than a one-off event, something that can be adopted into the
culture of Claremont, whether that’s growing the flowers to decorate costume, or
communal song that gets recreated each year. We are not prescriptive about art form and
are interested in all ideas and scales of work.

This residency runs through the spring and summer and we would like to see small test
projects happening at this stage.

There is the possibility, if we find the right project, to extend the work into
2027, potentially working towards a bigger intervention in the 2027 gala.

You must enjoy collaborating with people and listening to people’s ideas and stories. We
have observed through past residencies that thinking by doing is one of the easiest ways
for artists to take our communities on a journey with them.

Budget

Artists fee £5760 (suggested 24 days over 6 months)

Up to £800 for materials.

Total Budget £6,560

Time frame

Apr - Sep 2026

To apply

To apply please submit a proposal that outlines:

« Why you are interested in this opportunity

« A background to your practice and why you feel it to be relevant

« Documentation or links to three examples of past work/ projects that you think are
relevant to this brief

- CV



Please send your proposal as one document, ideally a PDF, no more than 1,500 words to
laura.jamieson@!leftcoast.org.uk

1. Deadline for applications 12pm Mon 9t" March

2. Interview date 19t March 2026
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