Real Estate: Hawes Side

www.natalielee.net

This document tells the story of a one-year artist residency,
commissioned by Leftcoast, in the area of Hawes Side,
Blackpool, UK. The live/work programme was developed
through auto-ethnographic methodologies and participatory
artistic practices. This document communicates key
transitions in thinking over the year, through the Story of
Change model as well as documenting the creative processes
and outcomes of the project.

					

July

This is a place that exists in the memories of others;
in stories told through wistful eyes.
My Mum said they wanted a fresh start by the sea.
Dad got a job on the trams. We all went up the tower
the day before I was born.
Three months later, back to the city - a
Sandgrown’un, but only in name.
Now, thirty-three years on, I look out to the horizon
and breathe in the air like a stranger. I think about
where I’ve been and where I might end up.
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July - October

- Moving in, saying hello

- Met Sheila and Marie
ʉÀÃÅ¶µ¹ÀÆÄ¶ÀÆÅʁµ¶²½º¿¸ÄÈºÅ¹ ʁȷÀÀÃÅÃÀÆ³½¶Ä
- Meet ups: dogwalkers, residents’ association, local divisions noted
- Maintenance of Bostonway community garden
- Walking/exploring/audio description
ʉ¶¶Åº¿¸¿¶º¸¹³ÀÆÃÄ²¿µ½ÀÄº¿¸¿¶º¸¹³ÀÆÃÄ
- Walks with Marie- mapping routes
- Noticed isolation of sheltered residents

ÆÃº¿¸Å¹¶ȱÃÄÅ·¶È¾À¿Å¹ÄÀ·Å¹¶Ã¶Äºµ¶¿´ÊÅ¹¶¶ÉÁ¶Ãº¶¿´¶À·³¶º¿¸²
Å¶¿²¿Å¹²Ä³¶¶¿²·À´ÆÄÀ·¾ÊÅ¹º¿¼º¿¸º¿²½²Ã¸¶ÃÈ²ÊÅ¹²¿ ²¿Åº´ºÁ²Å¶µʇ
¹ºÄºÄ³²Ä¶µÀ¿Á¶ÃÄÀ¿²½¶ÉÁ¶Ãº¶¿´¶ʉ¹ÀÆÄº¿¸ÄÅ²¿µ²ÃµÄʁµ¶²½º¿¸ÈºÅ¹
µºȮ¶Ã¶¿Åµ¶Á²ÃÅ¾¶¿ÅÄʉ·¶¶½º¿¸½º¼¶ºÅÅ²¼¶Ä²½ÀÅÀ·Á¶ÃÄºÄÅ¶¿´¶ÅÀ³¶
¿ÀÅº´¶µʁÅÀ³¶Å²¼¶¿Ä¶ÃºÀÆÄ½Êʇ½ÄÀʁÀ³Ä¶ÃÇ²ÅºÀ¿ÄÀ·¹ÀÈÀÅ¹¶ÃÅ¶¿²¿ÅÄ
ÄÁ¶²¼²³ÀÆÅÅ¹¶¹ÀÆÄº¿¸²ÄÄÀ´º²ÅºÀ¿ʉ¾ºÄÅÃÆÄÅ²¿µµºÄ²ÁÁÀº¿Å¾¶¿Åʇ Å¹º¿¼
Å¹ºÄºÄÃ¶²½½ÊÈÀÃÅ¹¶ÉÁ½ÀÃº¿¸ʉ²¿µÁÀÅ¶¿Åº²½½Ê¾ÊÈÀÃ¼´ÀÆ½µÁÃÀÇºµ¶²¿
º¿Äº¸¹Åº¿ÅÀÅ¹¶Å¶¿²¿Å¶ÉÁ¶Ãº¶¿´¶²¿µ¾²¼¶Å¹¶¹ÀÆÄº¿¸²ÄÄÀ´º²ÅºÀ¿½ÀÀ¼²Å
Å¹º¿¸Ä·ÃÀ¾²µºȮ¶Ã¶¿Å²¿¸½¶ʇ

Transitions in
Thinking
July - October

À½½ÀÈº¿¸À¿·ÃÀ¾º¿ºÅº²½Å¹ÀÆ¸¹ÅÄÀ¿Å¶¿²¿Åʤ¹ÀÆÄº¿¸²ÄÄÀ´º²ÅºÀ¿
Ã¶½²ÅºÀ¿Ä¹ºÁʁ ÈÀÆ½µ½º¼¶ÅÀ¶ÉÁ½ÀÃ¶È²ÊÄÀ·´¹²½½¶¿¸º¿¸µ¶ÃÀ¸²ÅºÇ¶ÆÄ¶ÄÀ·
½²¿¸Æ²¸¶ÀÃÅ¹ÀÄ¶È¹º´¹º¾Á½Ê²Å¹¶¾ʤÆÄ¿²ÃÃ²ÅºÇ¶ʇ
º¸¿ºȱ´²¿Å´À¿Å¶ÉÅʃÃ¶´¶¿Å¸ÀÇ¶Ã¿¾¶¿Å¸Ã¶¶¿Á²Á¶ÃÁÆ³½ºÄ¹¶µº¿
¶ÁÅ¶¾³¶Ã´²½½ÄÅÀ´¹²½½¶¿¸¶Å¹¶ÄÅº¸¾²Å¹²ÅºÄ²ÅÅ²´¹¶µÅÀÄÀ´º²½¹ÀÆÄº¿¸ʇ
¿Å¹¶ÄÆÃ·²´¶Å¹ºÄºÄÀ·´ÀÆÃÄ¶²¸ÀÀµÄÅ¶Á·ÀÃÈ²Ãµʁ¹ÀÈ¶Ç¶ÃºÅºÄ²½ÄÀ
º¾ÁÀÃÅ²¿ÅÅÀ²¿²½ÊÄ¶È¹²ÅÅ¹ºÄÈº½½²´ÅÆ²½½Ê²Ȯ¶´ÅÀ¿Å¹¶¸ÃÀÆ¿µʁ¶ÄÁ¶´º²½½Ê
³¶´²ÆÄ¶Å¹¶²ÆÅ¹ÀÃºÅº¶ÄÁÆÅÅº¿¸·ÀÃÈ²ÃµÅ¹ºÄ¿¶ÈÁÀ½º´Ê²Ã¶Å¹¶Ä²¾¶È¹À
¹²Ç¶³¶¶¿Á¶ÃÁ¶ÅÆ²Åº¿¸Å¹¶Ä²¾¶ÄÅº¸¾²·ÀÃµ¶´²µ¶Äʇ
¹ÃÀÆ¸¹Å¹¶ÁÃÀ´¶ÄÄÀ·ÈÀÃ¼º¿¸º¿Å¹¶ȱÃÄÅ·¶È¾À¿Å¹Äʁ ²´ÅÆ²½½ÊÃ¶²½ºÄ¶µ
Å¹²ÅÄÀ¾¶Å¹º¿¸Ä Á¶Ã´¶ºÇ¶µ²ÄÅÊÁ¶ÄÀ·ʒ´¹²¿¸¶ʓÈ¶Ã¶²´ÅÆ²½½ÊÇ¶ÃÊÆÄ¶·Æ½
²¿µº¿Å¶Ã¶ÄÅº¿¸ʒ¾¶Å¹ÀµÄʓÅÀ¶ÉÁ½ÀÃ¶ʇ ÀÃº¿ÄÅ²¿´¶ʁ½ÀÀ¼º¿¸²ÅÁ½²´¶²¿µ
ÄÁ²´¶µºȮ¶Ã¶¿Å½Êʁ¶ÉÁ½ÀÃº¿¸ºµ¶²ÄÀ·¹À¾¶ʁÂÆ¶ÄÅºÀ¿º¿¸Å¹º¿¸ÄʉÅ¹¶Ä¶²Ã¶
²´ÅÆ²½½Ê¾¶Å¹ÀµÄʇ
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Nov - February

- Thoughts about tenant representation
- Met Maureen and Dean
- Blackpool history, local Hawes Side history- archives, bookshops, old maps
- Tried to have tea and cake - community centre open as experiment
- Expanded tomato knowledge
ʉºÄºÅ¶µÆÃÊ²Ã¼¶ÅÈºÅ¹ÀÄÅÀ¿È²ÊÃ¶Äºµ¶¿ÅÄʁ¾²µ¶Ä¹ÀÃÅȱ½¾
- Tried to link with sheltered housing scheme - no avail
- Exploration of own Blackpool connection- stories/memories
- Developed Hawes Side Stories concept
- Looked at access to Visitors’ Room
- Made “notes” to use in lost letters

					 December
I can walk these streets but I don’t feel like I know
them.
I can connect the dots on Google Maps and take
photos of street signs. I can walk a different route to
the library each time I visit. I can walk, and walk, and
walk, and walk.
But, in truth, my house is quiet and tucked away
from the conversations of the wider streets.. There’s
comfort in the silence here and in the routine of
saying hello to the dogwalkers at the same time each
day.
I can walk these streets but I don’t feel like I know
them.

The concept of the ‘local community’ is complex. It can be thought of as
two separate and yet intertwined areas within Hawes Side; Bostonway (the
immediate area in which I live), and wider Hawes Side (and in particular the
key engagement areas of Loftus/Powell). I feel distant from the Loftus & Powell
²Ã¶²ʁ³ÆÅ²ÅÅ¹¶Ä²¾¶Åº¾¶·¶¶½Å¹²Å ¿¶¶µÅÀȱ¿µÈ²ÊÄÀ·¶¿¸²¸º¿¸Å¹ºÄ½²Ã¸¶Ã
demographic. In response to this I experimented with the distribution of ‘lost’
½¶ÅÅ¶ÃÄʂÅ¹¶ȱÃÄÅºÅ¶Ã²ÅºÀ¿À·Å¹¶ ²È¶Äºµ¶ÅÀÃº¶Ä´À¿´¶ÁÅʇ

Transitions in
thinking
October - Feb

There is a recognition that how my work may interact within the wider discourse
and to those outside of Hawes Side (discursively) is a longer term goal, something
that is obviously to be kept at the forefront of thinking but will be more pertinent
during the materialisation of a discernible ‘product’ or physical ‘outcome’.
In response to the thinking surrounding the challenging perceptions of social
housing, class and uses of language in discourse, I have developed the Hawes Side
Stories concept. This explores the notion of the ‘side story’, i.e those stories, lives
and experiences that are not often communicated or highlighted in popular or
political discourse.
I’ve been attempting to connect with residents and participants over everyday
things (tea-cake-chat) - this feels integral to the methodology. There is a focus
À¿È¹²Å´À¿¿¶´ÅÄÆÄ²Ä¹Æ¾²¿ÄʁÄº¾Á½¶ÄÅÆȮ½º¼¶¹²Çº¿¸²´ÆÁÀ·Å¶²²¿µ²´¹²Åʁ
walking, shopping, etc.

Transitions in
thinking
October - Feb

The letters were an intervention into space and place and also a way of
attempting to communicate with people in the wider area. It was a case of
putting something out there and seeing what came back. Engagement was
minimal but those that did engage their level of interation was considerable (i.e
they have attended subsequent Hawes Side Stories group and stayed involved).
I want to explore the alternative space of the ‘Visitors’ Room’ on Bostonway
as a potential place of engagement/activity. Thoughts have been around the
growing of tomatoes or perhaps a meeting space for the Hawes Side Stories
group. The impetus for use of the space is to intervene in the status quo of the
use of Bostonway spaces. The usage of the community centre for instance is
traditionally the same every week and from talking with residents there are some
º¿¿¶ÃÁÀ½ºÅº´Ä³¶ÅÈ¶¶¿¿¶º¸¹³ÀÆÃÄÈ¹º´¹¾¶²¿Å¹²ÅÅ¹ºÄºÄ²µºȲ´Æ½ÅÁÃÀ³½¶¾ÅÀ
ȱÉʇ È²¿ÅÅÀÆÄ¶Å¹¶ÃÀÀ¾ÅÀÄÁ²Ã¼º¿Å¶Ã¶ÄÅʁ´Ã¶²Å¶ÄÀ¾¶Å¹º¿¸¿¶È²¿µµºȮ¶Ã¶¿Å
º¿Å¹¶²Ã¶²ÅÀ¶¿´ÀÆ¿Å¶Ãʁ²¿µ³¶´À¾¶²¾¶Å¹ÀµÀ·¶¿¸²¸¶¾¶¿Åʇ
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FEBRUARY

Question status quo
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Build
connections

- Distribution of Hawes Side stories/letters

march - June

- Met Dave, Kath and Phil
- Met Debbie (community centre coordinator)
- Hawes Side Stories group begins
- Mapping/photography workshops
- Story recording
- Planned outdoor green project- looked at disused space on Powell
- Visited street where we lived with Mum
- Edible Wall built
- Tomato interviews
- Walks in sunshine
- Planting day
- Visitors’ Room installation - live transcribing/collecting

					

March

I’ve been trying to make sense of what I’m doing
here, and I’ve decided it’s not about art, really.
It’s about the everyday stuff; the bits in between. Its
about walking and talking; drinking vimto in the
sunshine in Dean’s garden on his 60th.
“We would have brought cake if we’d known!”

Transitions in
thinking
February - May

A belief in social housing has always been a key value in my approach to making
art. However, certain frustrations with the housing association have developed
during my time living and working in this context. This has stemmed from on¸Àº¿¸º¿Å¶Ã²´ÅºÀ¿Ä²Ä²Å¶¿²¿Å²¿µ²½ÄÀµºȲ´Æ½Åº¶Äº¿¸²º¿º¿¸²´´¶ÄÄÅÀÅ¹¶ʒºÄºÅÀÃÄʓ
ÀÀ¾ʓÄÁ²´¶ʇ¹ºÄ¹²Äµ¶Ç¶½ÀÁ¶µ²ÄÀÃÅÀ·µº´¹ÀÅÀ¾Êº¿¾Ê·¶¶½º¿¸ÄÆÃÃÀÆ¿µº¿¸
social housing provision; in that I still hold my belief in it as a political policy but
feel there are certain fractures in the tenant/provider relationship that could be
improved. The Hawes Side Stories project and subsequent publication, which will
³¶µºÄÅÃº³ÆÅ¶µÅÀÅ¶¿²¿ÅÄ²¿µÄÅ²ȮʁºÄ²Ã¶ÄÁÀ¿Ä¶ÅÀÅ¹ºÄÀ³Ä¶ÃÇ²ÅºÀ¿²¿µ¹ÀÁ¶ÄÅÀ
²ºµ´À¾¾Æ¿º´²ÅºÀ¿³¶ÅÈ¶¶¿³ÀÅ¹Á²ÃÅº¶Ä²¿µ²¹Æ¾²¿ºÄÅ²ÅºÀ¿ÀÃʒ³¶º¿¸Ä¶¶¿ʓÀ·
tenants.
Through connecting with the local people of Hawes Side, and particularly on
Bostonway, the issue of social isolation has slowly become increasingly apparent
during my time living and working in the area.

The Hawes Side Stories workshops developed from having an experimental and
creative focus (working with mapping, writing, photography) into more of a social
meeting place where walking, talking, and story sharing was more commonplace.
Audio recording was used so that this material would then form part of the Hawes
ºµ¶ÅÀÃº¶Äʇ ÅÈ²Ä¾ÀÃ¶²³ÀÆÅ³¶º¿¸²¿¶º¸¹³ÀÆÃȱÃÄÅ²¿µ²¿²ÃÅºÄÅÄ¶´À¿µʇ

Transitions in
thinking
February - May

Building connections between local people in Hawes Side is a key outcome of
the residency work - whether this is through the Hawes Side Stories group
(where residents from both BCH properties and private properties interacted)
or the Powell Ave’ Edible Wall, where residents collectively planted up and
discussed local growing history of the area. This sharing of experience, new
and old, conversation and encounter developed on-going relationships in the
community.
Works such as the Visitors’ Room installation and the Edible Wall project
existed as interventions into the local place and challenged traditional usage of
Å¹¶ÄÁ²´¶Äʇ¹¶Ä¶ÈÀÃ¼ÄÁÃ¶Ä¶¿Å¶µÄÀ¾¶Å¹º¿¸¿¶È²¿µµºȮ¶Ã¶¿ÅÅÀ¶¿´ÀÆ¿Å¶Ãʁ
while blending new experience with links to local histories. The Edible Wall
project looks to the future of growing and collectivity on Powell Avenue, but
is rooted in the area’s agricultural past. The Visitors’ Room both housed and
generated stories that are now communicated to new audiences.
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June

Big ideas, big messages. I wanted to say something
about representation, housing, society. I wanted my
work to comunicate on a wider, discursive level; I
wanted it to shout.
But what became more important were these small,
gentle moments: conversations over cups of tea,
connections made between neighbours, stories told
and shared.
Perhaps it is those quiet moments which speak
loudest.

Social isolation within the community is palpable, particularly in older people. The one-toone contact and social activities that the residency prompted seemed welcomed and needed.
Additionally, personal experience of isolation during the residency further highlighted the
ease with which individuals could become socially detached should they move to an area by
themselves.
‘Small moments’ of engagement are important.

Key learning

Socially-engaged practice, particularly when applied within specifc social-political contexts
ÄÆ´¹²Ä¹ÀÆÄº¿¸ºÄµºȲ´Æ½ÅÅÀµ¶ȱ¿¶ʇ ÅºÄÀ·Å¶¿Ã¶²µ²Ä¶É´½ÆÄºÇ¶½ÊÁ²ÃÅº´ºÁ²ÅÀÃÊ²¿µ
ameliorative in nature rather than playing a more critical or questioning role. This is felt not
through interaction with commissioners, Leftcoast, but through conversation with external
partners and social service providers encountered along the process of the residency.

Storytelling is powerful. Sharing lived experience and communicating through everyday,
neighbourly approaches developed a methodology that emphasised human connectivity
and collectivity. The telling and communicating of new, lesser heard (but everyday) stories
challenges faceless or often negative representations of working class communities.
¹¶²ÃÅº´Æ½²ÅºÀ¿À·¾ÊÀÈ¿ÁÃ²´Åº´¶ºÄÄÅº½½ÄÀ¾¶Å¹º¿¸ ȱ¿µµºȲ´Æ½Åʇ¹¶»ÀÆÃ¿¶ÊÀ·Å¹¶À¿¶ʉ
year residency has enabled me to put some of the ideas generated from previous research into
practice (surrounding ways of working with representations of social housing) but has still
½¶·Å¾¶ÈºÅ¹¾²¿ÊÂÆ¶ÄÅºÀ¿Ä²¿µ²¾³º¸ÆºÅº¶ÄÄÆÃÃÀÆ¿µº¿¸¹ÀÈ µ¶ȱ¿¶¾Ê¸¶¿Ã¶À·²ÃÅºÄÅº´
practice. Though rooted in performance methodologies the work is primarily conceptual in
nature which can become problematic when articulating a perceived ‘purpose’ of the art to a
wider audience.

Hawes Side Stories began with an intervention into the Hawes Side
surroundings through ‘lost letters’. It then developed into a weekly
meeting & walking group where ‘story’ material was collected through
audio recording and conversation. A final culmination was an ephemeral,
performance-based live transcription of the stories in a disused space on
Bostonway: the Visitors’ Room. The work has since been developed into a
physical publication.
The project draws on the concept of a ‘side story’; the lived, everyday
experience that is often hidden from popular or political discourse
surrounding housing, welfare, and economic policy-making.
It aims to act as communication and connection between and amongst
the people of Hawes Side, and also on a wider level in the distribution to
Blackpool Coastal Housing staff and further, online dissemination.

Letter distribution around Hawes Side - 200 letters

Sometimes the air
smells like liqourice
up by vicarage lane
people queue from
twelve ‘til two
fridays, walking
back with arms full

“It felt like a love letter had been addressed to me”
					Kath - Participant

Hawes Side Stories <hawessidestories@gmail.com>

Hawes side / Marton Moss tomatoes.
5 messages

David Crompton <dcrompton1946@gmail.com>
To: hawessidestories@gmail.com

Thu, Jan 24, 2019 at 4:23 PM

Your Reference Number 05319894
I found your package on Lowesway as I walked to ASDA'
You ask, Why were they so popular? did you ever taste them, there were no tomatoes to touch them for taste, and
in the days before food miles they were local, not necessarily the cheapest but worth every penny.
.
The main cash crop might have been tomatoes, but local
growers grew both indoor and out door lettuce in the spring for the summer market. Bedding plants were a good
money spinner, as were sweet peas. In the early winter, in time for Christmas chrysanthemums bloomed in many
greenhouses.
The growers used 'cinder' a cheap by product from the manufacture of Town Gas, to heat their greenhouses. it
was available from Marton gas works on Clifton Road, another no miles product.
The end of growing local produce came with the introduction of North Sea Gas, growers thought the Government
of the day would subsidize the conversion of their boilers to either oil or gas, how naïve they were, no subsidy was
forthcoming. Conversion to oil or gas proved to expensive so the growers tried alternatives to cinder, one grower
tried burning old shoes, he bought a truck load, but after the first day or two had to stop after being threatened by
his wife because of the stink.
Another grower bought a waggon load of scrap wood, old furniture, doors, floorboards and the like, they burnt OK,
but it was a full time job feeding the boiler
Towards the end of local tomatoes it was costing more to pick, pack and ship them to market, more than one
grower received a bill instead of a cheque for the boxes of tomatoes they had shipped to market.
As an aside to the story of locally grown produce, one of the local growers, in an effort to save money, bought a
truck load of 'spent' mushroom manure. He spread it liberally around his tomato plants. Overnight the earth turned
white, he had more mushrooms than he could pick, he invited the local children to pick as many as they wanted
and to take them home to their mothers. The mushroom glut only lasted a few days but we locals were glad it was
over.
I have lived in the Marton area for over fifty years and my wife was born and bred on the 'Moss'.
It is my intention to repackage your notes in the hope that someone else might respond.
I look forward to receiving your news letter.
Regards, Dave Crompton. (the guy with the little black and brown dog)
Hawes Side Stories <hawessidestories@gmail.com>
To: David Crompton <dcrompton1946@gmail.com>
Hi Dave,

Fri, Jan 25, 2019 at 5:23 PM
Hawes Side Stories <hawessidestories@gmail.com>

Thank you so much for emailing! I'm really glad the letters interested you.

Hawes side / Marton Moss tomatoes.

Your stories about the tomato growing are brilliant, would be great to talk more.

David Crompton <dcrompton1946@gmail.com>
Sat, Jan 26, 2019 at 9:48 AM
I'm actually away for a couple of weeks now but I will be back in Blackpool after and be in touch about the project.
To: hawessidestories@gmail.com
That sounds great about repackaging the letter and sending it out! If you do this and wouldn't mind taking a photo
Hi Natalie, I repackaged your letter soon after sending you my mail. I copied you by placing it in a door crack of
of what you have done with it so I can see, that would be wonderful?
the telephone junction box at the corner of Macauley Ave and Halton Gardens, that's the middle of Macauley not
the end. I placed it at 10pm and it wasn't there the following morning at 8-30, I walked the dog all round the
Best wishes,
nearby streets just in case kids had found it and discarded it soon after, but there was no trace of it.
I would love to meet you, I can reminisce at great (boring) length about all sort of things, School days, life in
Natalie
uniform, employment etc.
[Quoted text hidden]
Enjoy your break
Regards,
Dave.
[Quoted text hidden]
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stories

is looking to hear from people about the history, present and future of the local area. Get in touch
with your stories, questions, thoughts, or observations about the place where you live - they could even then be shared
in a new letter!
Email:

HawesSideStories@gmail.com

Leave a message on the Side Stories phone :

07895542853

come and say hello !

The Hawes Side Stories Group meets every Wednesday 1pm - 3pm @ Bostonway Community Centre FY4 4YQ
(Starting 13th February 2019)
All welcome Tea - Cake - Chat
# hawes side stories

Included in all distributed letters

Additional leaflet advertisement

Hawes Side Stories group activities: mapping, photography, visiting artists.

Hawes Side Stories group: walking, talking, exploring

Visitors’ Room renovation

Visitors’ Room: live transcription of recorded material

On-going story sharing/collecting

“You know it’s only the tea and cakes that keep me coming back - oh yes, and the chat!”
									Dave - Participant

Visitors’ Room: final installation

Visitors’ Room: final installation

Hawes Side Stories publication

Powell Ave’ Edible Wall is a collective growing project for people in the
local area to use and enjoy. The project grew from research into the
local history of the surrounding Hawes Side area and discovering a
rich tradition of growing, agriculture and, in particular, tomato market
gardens.
The wall was assembled during a collective planting day which also
featured participatory activities and a showcase of local stories (through
text and sound) about Blackpool tomato growing history.

Powell a
ve’ edibl
e wall

Saturday
1st J
11

am

Local tomato growing and market garden history

Research in to possible spaces

Natalie Lee Mail - letter

Page 1 of 1

Natalie Lee <info@natalielee.net>

letter
bjrayner@btinternet.com <bjrayner@btinternet.com>
To: info@natalielee.net

Sat, Apr 6, 2019 at 10:39 AM

Hello
We received your letter to our address. This was opened without checking the name.
Mr Holt has not lived here for over 2 years and we have no forwarding address.
John Rayner

Initial designs

Early stages: tomato seedlings and plant donations

Advertising the planting day - linking with Hawes Side Stories aesthetic

Marketing for collective planting day

Powell a
ve’ edibl
e wall

Saturday
1st June 311-

Powell ave’ edible wall
will be for anyone in
the local area to use an
d enjoy. Join us for a
collective planting day on
June 1st!

am
pm

All welc
ome!
Suitable
for all
ages
Help plant up the wall with
herbs and veg’
Hear local stories about
Blackpool’s growing history
Potting workshop - Take home
your own tomato plant!
free tea, coffee, and
home-grown snacks

07895542853
hawessidestories@gmail.com
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Join the Facebook group ‘Powell Ave Edible wall’

Collective planting day

Collective planting day

Tomatoes on your doorstep...
Below is a map from the 1960s, the tail-end of an era when Blackpool, and
Marton in particular, was famous for its market gardens, and glasshouse
production of tomatoes. Here you can see Hawes Side and the many
surrounding plant nurseries (those with crisscross patterns).
Various fruit, veg’ and bedding plants were grown in the area, but the
"Blackpool Tomato” was easily the most popular crop. Sold far and wide to
markets in places like Manchester and Preston, these tomatoes were well
known for their distinctive taste, which some say is due to the rich,
moist, and peaty soil that exists on the Fylde coast.
To celebrate our new edible wall and the growing history of the local
area, displayed here are personal connections, stories, and memories from
a time when tomatoes were grown right on your doorstep...

we are here

Collective planting day

Tomato lived history display (with sound accompaniment)

Collective planting day

the
Tomato
Sandwich
station

Participatory activities: Recipe sharing and takeaway tomato plants

Participatory activities - decorating the wall
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Participatory activities: planting suggestions and takeaway tomato plants

how to care for your
tomato plant
Give plenty of light,
6-8 hours a day of
sunshine.

Thy

me

Basil

Get in touch with your
suggestions!
07895542853
hawessidestories@gmail.com
Join the Facebook group ‘Powell Ave Edible wall’

Your plant is
thirsty! Keep soil
moist but not wet.

Re-pot in a large
container (30cm) when
.
plant is 15-20cm high
When tomatoes appear,
prune unruly leaves to
keep the fruit strong!

Powell a
ve’ edibl
e wall
Pow

ell ave’
edible w
for anyo
all is
ne in th
e local
area to
use and
enjoy.

How it works:
Everything in the wall is edible - herbs to use in
cooking, salad vegetables, and even some edible
flowers!
Take cuttings or fruits from the different plants as
and when you need them - but please leave enough of
the plant behind so it can continue to grow.
If you plant something new, or add something in a
pot, just make sure it’s an edible plant, and give it a
little name tag so everyone knows what it is.
If the plants look thirsty, or we’ve had lots of sun,
please water when possible.

Join the Facebook group
‘Powell Ave’ Edible wall’

“Every time we come and play out, we always water the wall”
					Destiny - Participant

